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Twenty-three-year-old Lenin Julián Tuyuc breathed heavily. His lawyer had told him that it was
extremely unlikely that he would be acquitted. Although he did not fire the gun, he had told his
friend Johnny Elías Pineda, 27, "Look, if I were you…," while he clenched his fist and pulled his
index finger, as if he were pulling a trigger, a gesture that was enough for his companion to pull out
his weapon and shoot his young girlfriend in the head.
Saying those words and making that suggestive gesture, as well as helping his friend drag the girl’s
lifeless body out of the shop and dump it on the pavement like a bag of trash, were the reasons why
Tuyuc's fate was now in the hands of three judges who could let him walk free or sentence him to
prison, possibly for several years.
Before this last hearing, the two young men’s lawyer had warned them that things were not looking
good for them. The 15-year-old girl [for legal reasons her name is withheld] who had served them
two beers in the village shop had given a detailed account of what happened on that afternoon.
Tuyuc had allowed his friend’s girlfriend, Beatriz Chiloj Morales, to use his cell phone while the
three sat around a small table, drinking beer. When the girl finished the call, she returned the
cell phone. Tuyuc redialed the number she had called and a male voice answered. He hung up.
He then warned his friend that his girlfriend was speaking to a man, which according to him was
irrefutable proof that she was being unfaithful. It was then that he uttered those suggestive words:
"Look, if I were you…" and pulled his index finger, simulating the trigger of a gun. In a matter of
seconds, Beatriz Chiloj Morales was lying in a pool of blood.
Presiding Judge Ana María Rodríguez said this sequence of events clearly demonstrates that both
Tuyuc and Pineda "showed contempt and hatred for the victim for the sole reason that she was a
woman."
It is not known whether Beatriz Chiloj Morales had a family, as no relatives or friends ever showed
up during the trial. Her murder was not even reported in the media. There was no one who could
provide details such as what she looked like, where she lived, or even her exact age. During the last
hearing this was not mentioned. When the three judges were asked about this after the trial, they
flicked through the file but did not find this piece of information. One of them recalled that the girl
was around 20 years old.
The only information available about Beatriz is her ID card number, her death from two gunshot
wounds to the head on April 28, 2011, and that she was one of the 275 women who were murdered in
Guatemala between January and June last year.
The 15-year-old girl who witnessed the scene was too afraid to testify in court, and she was
underage when the crime was committed, so the Ministerio Público could not force her to do so.
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Nevertheless, the initial statement that she gave the police proved to be one of the prosecution’s
most crucial pieces of evidence.
When the sentence was finally read, Pineda remained calm and aloof, whereas Tuyuc was shaking
visibly. Johnny Elías Pineda. Femicide. Thirty-five years without parole. Lenin Julián Tuyuc.
Perverting the course of justice. Three years.
Whereas Pineda’s face did not betray a single emotion, Tuyuc was still breathing heavily, no longer
out of fear but out of relief. The judges later explained that, if the 15-year-old witness would have
testified in court, the prosecution might have been able to prove that he had incited the crime, and
his sentence could have been far longer.

Gender violence and the justice system
This trial took place on May 30 at the Tribunal de Sentencia Penal de Delitos de Femicidio y Otras
Formas de Violencia Contra la Mujer, one of the three special courts set up in October 2010, in
compliance with a new Law Against Femicide and Other Forms of Violence Against Women,
approved by the Guatemalan Congress in 2008 (NotiCen, Dec. 17, 2009, and Nov. 3, 2011).
There are currently three femicide courts in Guatemala, in Guatemala City, Chiquimula, and
Quetzaltenango, departments that account for 45.47%, 2.3%, and 3.31% of all femicides committed in
Guatemala. By the end of this year, the Organismo Judicial will set up two more femicide courts in
Huehuetenango and Alta Verapaz.
Whereas in ordinary courts, the perpetrators in only 7.5% of all femicide cases are given a sentence,
the three existing femicide courts have managed to raise this figure to 33.8%.
The key to this success, says Judge Rodríguez, has been that cases such as the murder of Beatriz
Chiloj Morales are regarded from a gender perspective, within the social and cultural context of
unequal power relationships between men and women, discrimination, and misogynist prejudice
against women.
For instance, in this case, the young girl’s partner, Johnny Elías Pineda, was a married man and
had a child with another woman. Nevertheless, his lover's telephone conversation with another
man was reason enough for him to believe that she was unfaithful, shoot her dead without a second
thought, and dump her body on the pavement, actions, said the three judges, that are a clear
example of machismo or misogynist prejudice, as a man’s sexual partner is regarded as an object
whose life is of little worth.
Guatemala is the first country in the world that has set up special courts to judge femicide and
domestic-violence cases. Most judges in these special courts are female and have received courses
on gender violence and the law at the Escuela de Estudios Judiciales.
These courts have a number of unique features such as a day-care center where children are looked
after while their mothers testify—as a lack of resources to pay for child care can often prevent
women from attending hearings—a small clinic, where women receive counseling sessions and
relaxation therapies before the hearings (and can be accompanied by a counselor while they testify),
and a social worker who finds victims a shelter when this service is required.
Norma Cruz, director of Fundación Sobrevivientes, a nonprofit organization that provides free
counseling and legal aid to victims of gender violence, has welcomed the creation of these courts
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as a first step toward achieving justice. However, she highlights that there is still a long way to go
before Guatemala reaches the target of "zero deaths and zero impunity."

-- End --
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